recent research (Wagenitz, 1983; Kaya, 1986 Kaya, , 1987 Hellwig, 1994; Wagenitz & Hellwig, 1997; Kaya & Vural, 2007 Haec species Cyano thirkei (Schultz Bipontinus) Holub affinis, sed ab eo radice palari simplici (sine radicibus lateralibus) cylindrico-incrassata (1-1.5 cm vs. 0.5-1 cm diam.) usque ad 10 cm (vs. 4 cm) longa, ciliis appendicum phyllariorum 0.9-1.1 mm (nec 2-3 mm) longis margini scarioso 0.2-0.3 mm (nec 1-2 mm) lato insidentibus atque flosculis violaceo-purpureis (nec albidis) differt.
Perennial plants, lacking stolons, with single thickened taproot to 10 cm, ca. 1-1.5 cm diam., abruptly narrowed above into a short, 6 horizontal neck; stem single, ascending, 10.5-23 cm tall. Leaves loosely villous, 6 glabrescent; lower leaves pinnatifid to pinnatipartite with 2 to 4 pairs of lanceolate segments or entire, usually not forming basal rosette at flowering; median and upper leaves entire to pinnatipartite, sessile. Capitulum single, 1.5-2 cm wide; involucre 11-15 3 8-11 mm; phyllaries elongatetriangular, glabrate; appendages with decurrent, light to dark brown, 0.2-0.3 mm wide scarious margin, with cilia 0.9-1.1 mm. Florets violet-purple; marginal florets radiating, divided into 4 to 6 narrowly triangular lobes. Achenes 4-4.5 3 ca. 2 mm, with a basal-lateral elaiosome; pappus 1.1-1.2 mm.
Habitat and distribution. The new species is currently known only from one locality in the western (IUCN, 2001) , it should be assigned to the Critically Endangered (CR) category because of its local distribution and small population size.
Phenology. The new species was collected in flower June-July and in fruit in July.
Etymology. The species epithet recognizes the town of Eflani, the type locality of the new species.
Relationships. Cyanus eflanensis belongs to section Napuliferi (Stefanoff & T. Georgiev) Bancheva & Raimondo. The group is well characterized by its thickened, spindle-shaped or turnip-shaped roots, and relatively small leaves, often with a deeply cut blade and white woolly indumentum (Bancheva & Raimondo, 2003) . Based on morphology, the closest ally of C. eflanensis is C. thirkei (Schultz Bipontinus) Holub, which has a broader distribution, occurring in (Wagenitz, 1975) , so the two mentioned taxa are allopatric. The authors studied pertinent specimens and published descriptions (Wagenitz, 1975; Dostal, 1976; Bancheva & Raimondo, 2003) and determined that Cyanus eflanensis and C. thirkei differ morphologically (Fig. 2, Table 1 ). The diagnostic characters are contrasted in the following key couplet. 
